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TOURISM — KUNUNURRA 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [9.58 pm]: I would like to talk about a recent holiday I took, 
starting on 13 April for five nights. Unlike a lot of Western Australians who love very much a favourite holiday 
place in Bali, I decided to go to Kununurra with my wife and kids. I had never been there before. Members will 
probably remember that last year I grabbed the Holden and with the wife and kids we went from Cervantes all 
the way to Exmouth. We stayed in little hotels along the way and saw Western Australia, and I reported on this 
to the house. I want to talk about our trip to Kununurra because it is probably one of the biggest adventures I 
have had in my life. We flew up there on a Virgin flight, because they have direct flights to Kununurra. 

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: I would take an interjection, but I do not have much time. I want to talk up Western 
Australia because that is what it is all about, is it not, Hon Alyssa Hayden? I will talk up Western Australia. 
Qantas does not have direct flights from Perth to Kununurra but Virgin does. It was pretty affordable; it cost 
around $500 for a return trip with Virgin. It is not a bad mob. I was given a beverage and a sandwich. That was 
much appreciated. We hired a four-wheel drive because I was told the only way we could see the Kimberley was 
by four-wheel drive, otherwise we would not have a hope of seeing anything, which was right. We stayed at the 
Freshwater East Kimberley Apartments, which was just five-star. For a bit over $250 a night, we had a two-
bedroom self-contained unit with an outdoor shower near a boab tree. It was absolutely fantastic. The restaurants 
were great, and probably cheaper than they are in Perth. We visited a place called the Hoochery Distillery, which 
I believe is WA’s oldest distillery. We had a bit of a snifter there. 

Hon Ken Travers: Who drove home? 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: I did not drive; the missus drove. 
Hon Ken Travers: I’ve been to the Hoochery. You have to taste only one and you are not driving home. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: I do not want to talk about Hon Ken Travers and his drink-driving habits. I am sure he had 
a nice time.  
I looked at the Ord stage 1 project. I did not realise that 60 per cent of it comprises sandalwood, which is worth 
$100 000 a tonne. That is just incredible. I believe that sugarcane will be grown under Ord stage 2. 
Hon Ken Travers: Sorghum these days; we’ve lost the sugarcane. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: The Chinese are going to give it a go. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! There is only one Hon Phil Edman in this chamber. 

Hon Ken Travers: Thank God for that. 

The PRESIDENT: Let the member make his own speech. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: As I had never been up there, I was absolutely fascinated with what is happening with the 
Ord stage 1 and stage 2 projects. 

Hon Jim Chown: They let you come back?  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: I will get to that.  

I did not believe that there was that much water up there. It was incredible. We went to a place called the Zebra 
Rock Gallery, where things are made out of rock. That property is on the Ord River. All these catfish come up 
and people can feed them. It was fascinating for my children to experience that.  

On our travels we looked at Molly Springs. One criticism—this needs to be patched up—is that there is no 
signage for Molly Springs. There is a sign saying that it is a conservation park but no sign directing people to it. 
On the first day, I missed it. I had to go back. While having a beer at the local pub, I asked the locals how to find 
Molly Springs. They told me to set 30 kilometres on my clock and when I hit that, chuck a right and I would find 
it. I have never seen or experienced anything like that in my life. I was a little worried about saltwater crocodiles 
because I heard the country is a bit different up there. The kids were very keen to jump in the spring. There was a 
waterfall. I was chucking rocks to see whether a croc was going to come up. I told the kids to wait and let me 
hop in there first. I thought, “Well, I’ve had a good life. Never mind. This is it.” But there were no crocs there. 
We had a nice swim there. 

Another great spot in the Kimberley in Western Australia is Middle Springs. On our first attempt to get there, we 
got bogged and we were lucky to get out. We waited a couple of days until it was a little easier to travel and we 
made it in there.  
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We went to a great restaurant called the PumpHouse. Boy, that is impressive. I was sitting there having a beer 
with all these eyes looking at me. They were crocodiles, so we did not want to jump in there for a swim. Signage 
seems to be a bit of a problem up there, and it needs to be addressed. If we are going to advertise Western 
Australia and get tourists up there, we have to tidy up a couple of these things and let people know where Molly 
Springs is, or Kelly’s Knob lookout, which is in the town itself but there is no sign to show the way to Kelly’s 
Knob lookout. 

Hon Ken Travers: Were you able to find the bypass or could you not find that? 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let the member make his own speech. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: I am happy to talk to Hon Ken Travers later. We will exchange notes. I am always 
interested to talk to him.  
I looked at El Questro Station. The people there said that we need to visit Emma Gorge. I have a two-and-a-half-
year-old boy as well as a five-year-old. They said that it is a little hard but we should make it. It was quite a hard 
walk to get through there. It took us an hour to get there, we had a swim for an hour and it took another hour to 
get back. I would not recommend it for young kids, but once we got there, we saw a 100-foot waterfall. It made 
Blue Lagoon look like nothing. This was just amazing. I went for a swim there. There were no crocs but this 
cane toad swum past and gave me a bit of a smile. That was a bit of a disappointment. There are so many of 
them up there now. 
Hon Michael Mischin: He recognised you. 
Hon PHIL EDMAN: He looked a bit like Hon Michael Mischin. I can give it just as good as he is giving it to 
me!  
We also visited Zebedee Springs, which are hot springs. I did not know we had hot springs in Western Australia. 
The water temperature was 32 degrees. It was quite an amazing little spot. We were about to go to Chamberlain 
Gorge but the ranger on the property told us to be careful because there was a saltie in there and perhaps we had 
better not. Tourists have to check with the authorities or the ranger or even the tourism authority just to ensure 
that when they go to these springs or gorges, Mr Snappy is not waiting to greet them.  

We travelled quite some distance to look at the Aboriginal rock art and the boab prison tree. We covered some 
pretty hard terrain. I wanted to make it over the spring but my wife said that if I wanted a divorce, just go straight 
ahead. We did not make it across there. It was probably a little dangerous. That is the Kimberley, I guess. I have 
learnt that it is one of those places where one can have lots of adventure and there is so much beautiful scenery 
and so many things to do. It was the first time that my family and I had been there. We went there for five nights 
and it was not enough. We really needed to be there for eight nights. We did not have time to rest; there was so 
much to see and do. The people up there as well as the Aboriginal communities were really welcoming. The way 
we were treated as tourists was just exceptional. Apart from being a proud Western Australian, if anybody has 
not been up there to look at these beautiful spots in Western Australia, please make the effort, go for a holiday, 
spend some time up there, get a four-wheel drive and enjoy one of the most beautiful places I have ever seen in 
the world.  
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